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Unit Focus

In this third unit of study, students will continue their in-depth look at Asian countries and their cultures, focusing on the five themes of
geography and the seven elements of culture. In addition, students will continue to explore current events in order to be informed citizens.
Students will be able to comprehend and engage with a variety of texts in order to become independent, critical thinkers. Students will support
their findings by citing appropriate text evidence while also comparing and contrasting different forms and genres of text around similar
themes. These non-fiction reading strategies and skills will help them to develop argumentative writing pieces. Students will take a critical
stance on a variety of topics. Using their nonfiction reading skills, students will identify and support a claim in writing. The culminating writing
assignment will demonstrate their ability to make and support a clear, focused claim, including an opposing viewpoint in an organized manner.
The primary instructional materials for this unit may include: Prentice Hall Geography Tools and Concepts, Crabtree Publishing Company Lands,
Peoples, and Cultures Series, and various culturally based novels.

Stage 1: Desired Results - Key Understandings
Established Goals Transfer

Common Core
English Language Arts: 6

Cite textual evidence to support
analysis of what the text says explicitly
as well as inferences drawn from the
text. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.6.1
Demonstrate command of the
conventions of standard English
grammar and usage when writing or
speaking. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.6.1
Vary sentence patterns for meaning,
reader/listener interest, and style.*

T1 (T20) Student Lens: Active readers think critically about what they read.
T2 (T1) Teacher Lens: Students will be able to comprehend and engage with a variety of texts
in order to become independent, critical thinkers.
T3 (T21) Student lens: Powerful writers think critically about what they write.
T4 (T2) Teacher lens: Students will be able to thoughtfully produce text for a broad range of
audiences, purposes and tasks.
T5

Thematic:  Students will develop a deeper understanding of their world by learning to view
societies through culture.

Meaning
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CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.6.3.A
Write arguments to support claims with
clear reasons and relevant evidence.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.1
Demonstrate command of the
conventions of standard English
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling
when writing. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.6.2
Determine a central idea of a text and
how it is conveyed through particular
details; provide a summary of the text
distinct from personal opinions or
judgments. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.6.2
Maintain consistency in style and tone.*
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.6.3.B
Use the relationship between particular
words (e.g., cause/effect, part/whole,
item/category) to better understand
each of the words. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.L.6.5.B
Consult reference materials (e.g.,
dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses),
both print and digital, to find the
pronunciation of a word or determine or
clarify its precise meaning or its part of
speech. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.6.4.C
Delineate a speaker's argument and
specific claims, distinguishing claims
that are supported by reasons and
evidence from claims that are not.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.6.3
Present claims and findings,
sequencing ideas logically and using
pertinent descriptions, facts, and
details to accentuate main ideas or
themes; use appropriate eye contact,
adequate volume, and clear
pronunciation. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.SL.6.4
Verify the preliminary determination of
the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g.,
by checking the inferred meaning in

Understandings Essential Questions

U1 (U103) Readers support their
conclusions (inferences and interpretations)
by citing appropriate evidence within the
text.
U2 (U102) Identifying a texts genre,
purpose, point of view, and organizational
structure helps readers analyze and
comprehend the text.
U3 (U304) By comparing texts, readers
often gain greater insight into those texts.
U4 (U303) Readers realize the effectiveness
of an argument depends on the clarity of the
claims, the logic of the reasoning, and the
supportive evidence.
U5 (U703) To be effective, written and
spoken text (arguments, explanatory,
narrative) must be supported with sound
evidence, sufficient detail, and/or valid
reasoning.
U6 (U702) Each genre of writing follows
specific organizational patterns and
techniques to elicit an intended response
from the reader.
U7 (U803) There are clear rules and laws for
acknowledging and documenting sources
that have influenced production of the task.
U8

Thematic:  The development of societies is
influenced by elements of culture. 

Q1 (Q206) How do I make and support
conclusions/interpretations/inferences/opinions?
(K-12)
Q2 (Q203) What do I notice about the look of
this text (e.g., text features, text structure)?
How does this help me get ready to read? (K-
12)
Q3 (Q207) What connections/insights can I gain
by comparing two or more texts? (K-12)
Q4 (Q303) What makes an argument effective?
(K-12)
Q5 (Q602) How do I make my writing easy to
understand? (K-2) How do I make my writing
interesting, engaging, and effective given my
audience and purpose? (3-12)
Q6 (Q603) Why do I think this? (K-1) How do I
support my ideas when writing in this particular
genre? (2-12)
Q7 (Q807) Why and how should I document my
sources? (2-12)
Q8

Thematic:  How can I use the elements of
culture to compare/contrast different countries
and cultures. 

Acquisition of Knowledge and Skill

Knowledge Skills

S1

Cite text evidence to support analysis of text
and draw inferences

S2
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context or in a dictionary). CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.L.6.4.D
Analyze how a particular sentence,
paragraph, chapter, or section fits into
the overall structure of a text and
contributes to the development of the
ideas. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.6.5
Determine an author's point of view or
purpose in a text and explain how it is
conveyed in the text. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.RI.6.6
Integrate information presented in
different media or formats (e.g.,
visually, quantitatively) as well as in
words to develop a coherent
understanding of a topic or issue.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.6.7
Gather relevant information from
multiple print and digital sources;
assess the credibility of each source;
and quote or paraphrase the data and
conclusions of others while avoiding
plagiarism and providing basic
bibliographic information for sources.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.8
Trace and evaluate the argument and
specific claims in a text, distinguishing
claims that are supported by reasons
and evidence from claims that are not.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.6.8
Draw evidence from literary or
informational texts to support analysis,
reflection, and research. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.W.6.9

Determine or identify a central idea in a text

S3

Write an objective summary

S4

Determine or identify an author's point of view
or purpose as conveyed in a text

S5

Trace and evaluate the argument and specific
claims in a text

S6

Write arguments to support a claim: 

a. introduce claims and organize reasons clearly

b.  support claims with clear reasons and
relevant evidence

c.  use words and phrases to clarify and
organize ideas

d.  provide a strong concluding statement

S7

Conduct short research project drawing on
several sources

S8

Draw evidence from literary and informational
texts to analysis, reflection and research

S9

Identify a speaker's argument and claims

S10

Distinguish claims that are supported by
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reasons and evidence from those that are not

S11

Present claims and findings in a logical
sequence using supportive descriptions, fact
and details

S12

Recognize how the seven elements of culture
impact society. 
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